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U.S. tax changes may raise Ga. bills 


Georgians may pay $3.6B more in state taxes over 
5 years as some deductions change or disappear. 


By James Salzer 
jsalzer@ajc.com 


Georgians may wind up pay- 
ing a massive $3.6 billion more 
in state taxes over the next five 
years because of changes made 
last month in the federal tax code. 

The Atlanta Journal-Consti- 
tution obtained a copy of the 


IMMIGRATION 


Deal administration’s estimate, 
which showed a huge windfall 
for the state. 

That’s largely because the fed- 
eral tax law touted by President 
Donald Trump and Congress 
limited or eliminated some of 
the deductions Georgians have 
used when figuring their state 
taxes in the past and made it far 
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more likely that ratepayers will 
use the standard federal deduc- 
tion, rather than lowering their 
state taxable income using item- 
ized deductions. 

So while many Georgians may 
pay less in federal taxes, they will 
wind up with bigger state tax bills. 

State leaders across the coun- 
try are trying to figure out what to 


The Rev. Rey Pineda, a DACA recipient, conducts Mass at Cathedral of Christ the King on Saturday in 


Atlanta. BRANDEN CAMP/SPECIAL 


Atlanta priest, a ‘Dreamer, 
awaits decision on his fate 


Georgia lawmaker advocates 


‘balancing competing interests.’ 


By Jeremy Redmon 
jredmon@ajc.com 


The Rev. Rey Pineda celebrates Mass with fel- 


Trump proposal 


offers 1.8 million 


low Catholics in Atlanta. He officiates at their wed- 


dings. He baptizes their children. And he minis- 
ters to them when they crawl into their deathbeds. 


Now he is in the middle of the national debate 


over whether “Dreamers” such as him should stay 
or go. Pineda, 29, may be the only Catholic priest 
in the United States who has been granted a special 
reprieve from deportation through an Obama-era 
program for young immigrants who were brought 


here as children. 


Pineda’s story provides a window into the thorny 
issue Congress is about to take up as it seeks to 


Priest continued on A5 


path to citizenship 


Michael D. Shear and Sheryl Gay Stolberg 
©2018 The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump pro- 
posed legislation on Thursday that would pro- 
vide a path to citizenship for as many as 1.8 
million young, unauthorized immigrants in 
exchange for an end to decades of family-based 


migration policies, a massive border wall and 


avast crackdown on other immigrants already 
living in the country illegally. 


Describing the plan as “extremely generous” 
but a take-it-or-leave-it proposal by the pres- 
ident, White House officials said they hoped 


DACA recipient Sumbul Siddiqui (center) smiles 


during a Power to the Polls event Saturday in 


Atlanta. 


GO GUIDE, D1 
Circuses still alive, 
kicking and clowning 


In fact, metro Atlanta will host 
two circuses — Big Apple Circus 
and UniverSoul Circus — during 
the coming days and weeks. 


it will be embraced by conservatives and cen- 
trists in Congress as the first step in an even 
broader effort to fix the nation’s broken immi- 
gration system. 

But the plan — drafted by Stephen Miller, the 
president’s hard-line domestic policy adviser 
and John F. Kelly, the White House chief of staff 
— was immediately rejected by Democrats, 
pro-immigration activists and some Republi- 
cans, with some describing it as nothing but a 
heartless attempt to rid the country of immi- 
grants and slam shut the nation’s borders. 

Republican and Democratic senators are 
working on a narrower immigration plan of 
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METRO, B1 
Tainted peanut scandal 
convictions tostand 


The convictions of former top 
executives at the Peanut Corp. 
of America were upheld by the 
federal appeals court in Atlanta. 


do with the extra money: spend 
it on state programs or cut taxes. 
Georgia is likely to do neither, at 
least initially. 

The administration’s numbers 
are only an estimate, and Chris 
Riley, Gov. Nathan Deal’s chief 
of staff, stressed that it will take 
time for the state to get a handle 
on the federal plan’s true impact. 

“There is a significant assump- 
tion that there is going to be a 
big windfall for Georgia, partic- 
ularly in 2020 and moving for- 


ward,” Riley said. “It’s hard to 
get real concrete data on how 
this is going to play out.” 
Lawmakers will take up annual 
legislation, possibly as early as 
next week, to have the state’s 
tax code conform with federal 
tax law. The Deal administration, 
however, will ask legislators not 
to make any changes related to 
the federal tax plan passed in 
December until the state figures 
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DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 


Gulch 


plans 


don’t include 
transit hub 


Redevelopment for 
live-work community 
lacks central terminal. 


By J. Scott Trubey 
strubey@ajc.com 
and David Wickert 
dwickert@ajc.com 


The redevelopment of down- 
town Atlanta’s weedy tangle of 
parking lots and railbeds known 
as the Gulch may be closer to 
reality than ever, but the grand 
vision for a new central transit 
terminal there appears to be all 
but dead. At least for now. 

Representatives for the Califor- 
nia development team planning 
a mini-city stretching between 
MARTA’s Five Points station and 


PRISON SECURITY 


Philips Arena said in a public meet- 
ing Thursday their plans don’t 
include a new rail and bus hub. 
Developer CIM Group, founded 
by the brother of Atlanta Hawks 
lead owner Tony Ressler, has 
crafted a plan for a live-work- 
play community near the arena, 
and the land, currently served by 
two MARTA stations, is one of 
dozens of sites said to be part of 
Georgia’s bid for Amazon’s sec- 
ond headquarters. 

A spokeswoman for the Geor- 
gia Department of Transporta- 
tion, meanwhile, said her agen- 
cy’s study of a potential termi- 
nal complex found the concept 
for the Gulch lacks a local owner 
and operator, funding and shared 
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Chris Sciar- 
rone, a plan- 
ner with At- 
lanta de- 
sign firm Per- 
kins+Will, 
presents con- 
cepts for 
downtown 
Atlanta’s 
Gulch. J. SCOTT 
TRUBEY / AJC 


Changes come slowly 
after inmates’ escape 


Corrections officials 
adjusting procedures 
after deadly ’17 incident. 


By Rhonda Cook 
rcook@ajc.com 


After two inmates escaped, 
allegedly killing two correctional 
officers early one June morning, 
the state Department of Correc- 
tions vowed to make changes to 
address security lapses that led 
to the tragedy. 

A month after funerals were 


METRO, B1 
New fight erupts over 
Georgia’s paper ballots 


Two prominent Republicans in 
the race for governor engaged in 
awar of words over the state’s 
aging voting system. 


held for the two slain correc- 
tional guards, Corrections Com- 
missioner Greg Dozier released 
a 53-page internal report prom- 
ising changes would be made to 
prevent “an event like this” from 
ever happening again. 

Some of the proposed changes 
were simple, requiring adjust- 
ments in policies and practices, 
while others involving buying 
additional security equipment. 

Six months later, the Depart- 
ment of Corrections is still work- 
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